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» ThlS study traces ‘the use of the examinlng
processvln the educatlonal system of the Engllsh-speak- E
Ing Caribbean from its beglnnlngs in the nlneteenth
century, with thé use of the Cambridge (G.C.E.) up to
the development of the Caribbean Examinations Council
(CXC) Examinations. The subject about which data gre
provided is English 'A' set by the Cgribbean Exémina—
tions Council which replaces'the Cambridge Ordinary

Level Engiish Language examination.

This study begins with an outline of the
origins and purposes of examinations. The hisiofy of
examinations in the Caribbean is followed by the data
concerning the establish&ent of the Caribbean examina-

tions.

* The methods of testing the syllabuses
including arguments for and against objective and

essay testing are discussed.

The sample of data-grades 1listings is taken' -
from results of candidates from Jamaica, Trinidad and

Tobago, Barbados and Guyana - in the CXC English 'A'



| éxamination,Basic and General proficiencieé'iéssfaﬁd;.
1984, The method of reporting results.under the two
profiles ”Understahding" and ”Expression" tested in
‘paper 1 and paper 2 respectively,6 facilitates compari-
son of performance in these two skills. The data also

include a sample of students who sat both GCE and CXC
in 1983 ' 7 C

Comments on the data and recommendatlons
.for the future prospects of Engllsh examinatlons are
made in the context of the continued concera over the
inabilitybof certificate bgaring students to produce

‘satisfactor§ oral and written ﬁnglish .



